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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from the Edinburgh Climate Commission1 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Any green recovery framework must be designed to deliver multiple benefits, and to give 
equal weight to environmental and social benefits as well as economic ones. In selecting our 
own recommendations we assessed these against their potential in five areas which 
combined economic, social and environmental benefits into a green recovery: Job Creation, 
Co2e Emissions Reductions, Biodiversity, Community Resilience, Wellbeing. 

In this context both sets of principles in the consultation provide excellent guidance but will 
need further focus on outcomes and success measures. The sustainability framework 
encapsulates the principles of sustainable development, and the need for new models of 
governance led to our formation of an independent Climate Commission for the city, which 
would support the city in accelerating its climate ambitions and actions. The Commission’s 
attached report ‘Recommendations for a Green Recovery in Edinburgh’, published this July, 
was its first output. The CCC principles also guided the Commission in developing the 
principles we set ourselves and communicated to the city, and which are set out on Page 6 
of our Report: Go Faster, Do Better, Build Stronger, Think Bigger, Be Bolder. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

A green recovery requires an enabling policy environment, significant public investment, and 
a continuation of the local powers devolved due to the pandemic that allow for rapid decision 
making in response to local needs. What Covid-19 has highlighted is the need for local 
resilience, and a green recovery can use that principle to deliver multiple benefits. A place-
based approach is needed to ensure a green recovery is most effective, and a one-size-
fits-all model applied across Scotland will not deliver the best local outcomes. The need for 
programmes which are designed around the needs of place at either city or community level 
is highlighted in our recommendations for City Programmes on Page 24.   

One long-term barrier has been the mobilisation of capital for investment in portfolio projects 
delivering long-term benefits across multiple and complex stakeholder groups. This has 
proved consistently difficult to address, and this has resulted in limited progress on significant 
actions that are demonstrably effective in both tackling a primary emissions source and 
addressing issues of equality, public health and fuel poverty. Our recommendations highlight 
the need for new financial mechanisms to unlock this type of investment.   

As an example, the retrofit of existing housing stock to deliver energy efficiency and savings 
to homeowners has proven hard to stimulate but is one of the most cost effective measures, 
that would pay for itself over time and could be undertaken now both to reduce emissions 

                                            
1 submitted by the Secretariat on behalf of the Commission, highlighting our own recommendations for a 
Green Recovery in Edinburgh 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.edinburghclimate.org.uk/news/forward-faster-together-commission-publishes-their-recommendations-green-recovery
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and create local jobs. In Edinburgh, this is further complicated by heritage buildings, mixed 
ownership models, and a high dominance of landlord-owned property for short-term let.   

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The Edinburgh Climate Commission report emphasises the need to enable a sustainable 
economic recovery from Covid-19 that will also effectively address climate change. Policy 
actions should create an enabling environment for all of our recommendations, and we would 
specifically highlight the actions on Page 18 of our report, supporting our first two 
recommendations: a joint commitment to green economic recovery from local and 
national government; and that public stimulus investment decisions should be 
conditional on a greener future.  

In our recommendations, we highlight the need for a joint commitment from local and national 
government to put in place an overarching framework that supports the acceleration of place-
based action with decision making conditional on climate impacts and benefits. Addressing 
climate change means creating a coherent and enabling policy and legislative environment 
in which local and national government work together, with better dialogue and collaboration 
between the two, to support the delivery of ambitious and agile local and national responses 
to the climate crisis. It also means making both current and future investment conditional on 
climate impacts, whether that is through direct public investment or money spent in 
supporting industries to recover from the effects of Covid. We would further encourage 
policies that encourage companies to invest in reducing their climate impact and in supporting 
their own transition to a lower carbon business model.     

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Our recommendations highlight the need to make investment and support conditional on 
climate impact; climate impacts and benefits should be given equal weighting in investment 
decisions, projects should be allocated a whole life carbon budget, public support for 
businesses should be conditional on climate impact reduction, and support should not be 
given to carbon-intensive industries without significant conditions.  

General response 

We are encouraged by and strongly support the Committee’s focus on this area; and have 
welcomed the opportunity to contribute. The Edinburgh Climate Commission and its co-
sponsors, the Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation, the University of Edinburgh, and the 
City of Edinburgh Council, would be happy to support the committee in the future.   


